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NEWS AND NOTES 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 

The fourth report of the Committee for 
Spermatophyta was sent to the members in 
mimeographed form this spring, and it was 
published in Taxon 11(5): 175-177. June 1962. 
The members are kindly requested to study 
this report and to inform the secretary before 
1 December 1962 whether or not they agree 
with its contents. 

If the report is approved, the names Brey- 
nia Forst., Aponogeton Lin. f., Columellia 
Ruiz et Pavon, Carrichtera DC. and Turpinia 
Vent. will obtain provisional status as nomina 
conservanda. 

Botanists who have objections, corrections 
or amendments are requested to write to the 
undersigned before 1 December 1962. 

F. A. STAFLEU 

A FURTHER NOTE ON STECK'S 
"DE SAGU" 

One statement in an earlier commentary 
on Steck's De Sagu ... (Taxon 11: 164) must 
be modified. Accepting and misinterpreting a 
usually unimpeachable source of bibliogra- 
phic information, I failed to take the most 
elementary precaution of checking the rarity 
of this dissertation. Though not noted in 
The National Union Catalogue, at least two 
additional copies are available in the United 
States. One is listed in the Catalogue of the 
Library of the Arnold Arboretum. Another, 
according to Mrs. Ida K. Langman, is to be 
found in the College of Physicians of Phila- 
delphia Library in Pennsylvania. Thus at 
least three copies are extant and perhaps 
others could be located with further search- 
ing. My apologies for a too bold statement 
of rarity and my thanks to Mrs. Langman 
for writing about the copy in Philadelphia. 

HAROLD E. MOORE JR. 

THE REWORDING OF ARTICLE 59 
IN THE 1961 CODE 

In the 1961 edition of the International 
Code, the definition of the "perfect state" 
of a fungus (para. 1, sentence 2) is given in 
the French text (p. 103) as: 

"Le stade parfait est celui au cours duquel 
des asques apparaissent chez les Ascomy- 
cixtes," etc. No equivalent change of wording 
from the 1956 edition has, however, been 
made in either the English (p. 48) or the 
German (p. 164) texts. 

Dr. Ch. Baehni pointed out to me the error 
in saying that 'the perfect state is that which 
bears asci ...', since the word 'state' (stade, 
in French) meaning a stage of development 
in the life cycle of the fungus, is an abstract 
noun. But I believe the French word 'stade' 
is more strictly defined than the English 
word 'state' which can also mean a condition 
or appearance (6tat, in French) as well as 
a stage (of development). 

For the purpose of Art. 59, which was 
devised to cope with the wishes of myco- 
logists to give names to the imperfect state 
or states as well as to the perfect state (when 
known) of a fungus, we need a clear defini- 
tion of a "perfect state". The wording "au 
cours duquel des asques apparaissent", etc., 
I fear might give rise to long arguments 
similar to those put forward by Arthur some 
twenty to thirty years ago (see Rogers, Myco- 
logia, 40: 241-254, 1948). 

I suggest that what is needed is an un- 
ambiguous definition of the characteristics 
of a perfect state whereby it can be re- 
cognised as such on sight. I therefore suggest 
the following rewording of the sentence in 
question: 

"The perfect state is that which is charac- 
terized by the presence of asci or of organs 
which bear asci in the Ascomycetes, which 
consists of spores giving rise to basidia in 
the Uredinales and of chlamydospores in the 
Ustilaginales, or which are characterized by 
the presence of basidia or of organs which 
bear basidia in other Basidiomycetes." 

F. C. DEIGHTON (C.M.I., Kew) 

NOMENCLATURAL NOTE ON THE 
INDIAN SPECIES OF CITRULLUS 

SCHRADER 

Writers of most of the popular Indian 
floras list under the genus Citrullus the two 
commoner species Citrullus vulgaris and 
Citrullus colocynthis. But Chakravarty (1949), 
in his paper on Nomenclatural changes of 
some common plants of the Cucurbitaceae 
iii Sci. & Cult. 15: 31, under the genus 
Colocynthis Ludwig writes: "Uptill now this 
genus is known as Citrullus after Forskal 
(Forskal, P. Flora Aegyp.-Arab. 167, 1775). 
This name has been adopted by authors in 
different countries of the world, and the fact 
that Ludwig (Ludwig, C.G. Inst. reg. veg. 
ed. 2. 139. 1757) has published the genus 
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